
SPOON RIVER

1. Area- 1,200,000 acres
2. Length- 161 miles
3. 9 counties- Stark, Fulton, Knox, Warren largest
4. High contributor of sediment to Il. River
5. Agriculture- 82%
6. Forest & Woodland- 13%                     
7. Urban & built -up land- 2%
8. Wetlands- 1.4%





My
View

1.   MY HOME ON WEST BLUFF

A. 150 years in the family

B. 7 MILES OF LEVEE



THE PEOPLE
1. INCOME 15% BELOW STATE AVERAGE
2. EDUCATION LEVEL- ALSO BELOW STATE AVE.-

VARIES WIDELY WITH COUNTIES
3.POVERTY LEVEL-15%
4. POPULATION DECLINED OVER ALMOST EVERY 

DECADE
5.WORKFORCE-

A. FARMING- 3% 
B.GOVERNMENT-16%
C. WHOLESALE & RETAIL- 50%
D MANUFACTURING- BIGGEST $ SHARE BY 

INCOME



OUR WATERSHED ORGANIZATION

1. HISTORY- 10 YEARS OLD
2. HOW IT STARTED- WATER PROBLEMS IN LEWISTOWN
3. COMPOSITION  OF MEMBERSHIP    
4. DAVE KING- PRAIRIE HILLS FORESTRY
5. THE 41 ECO PARTNERSHIPS- IDNR- TAMMY WATSON-

C2000
A. JIM HEMINGWAY- ECOSYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR





B. 17 GRANTS TOTALLING $ 1,139,000
C. 137ACRES RESTORED, 1800 STUDENTS EDUCATED
D. HB 1780- PARTNERS FOR CONSERVATION- TILL 2021



6. SOME HIGLIGHTS
A.  GILLES FARMS TOUR                                       
B.  EMIQUON- JASON BEVERLIN
C. COURT CREEK PILOT WATERSHED



NRCS SPECIAL PROJECT

A.THE NRCS STATE ENGINEERS- JIM EVANS & RUTH 
BOOK

B. 10 MILES OF STREAM BANK EROSION CONTROL
C. 67 CONTRACTS TO DATE- $ 2.2 MILLION 
D. DEMONSTRATION TOUR- JULY 25, 07@ MAQUON-RENE  

PARKER-COMMITTEE CHAIR



THE FUTURE
1. THE WORLD IS FLAT- FRIEDMAN
2. HOW WILL AFFECT THE SPOON RIVER  

AREA
A. OUR POPULATION WILL CONTINUE TO 

DECLINE
B. PEORIA- WILL IT REMAIN THE PLACE    

FOR OUR CHILDREN TO  GO FOR A JOB?
C. THE EVOLUTION IN FARMING
D. WHO WILL OWN THE LAND
E. TOURISM- IS IT A REALISTIC HOPE FOR  

THE AREA?

F.  EDUCATION 


