Water Quality Initiative

Ducks  Wetland & Water Quality "5
UNLIMITED :
Project

@ Upper Peoria Lakes o »

Eric W. Schenck
Regional Biologist




Upper Mississippi River

Waterfowl Flyway
Nutrient Delivery

Hlinois River
_ Water Quality Initiative

DUCKS
UNLIMITED

AR
o 2R A A L N
[ \ P e & 1 2 égg,?\‘w s
[ —r— = ‘, ‘: ,7‘14, 7 , Yo\ {V I‘ ‘g%"é‘? vy,
- 1 | [ Y \ .".,:' > R . 3 \,/ 3
’ | \J ‘j > —X & . \\ f by L

;'mlr. other routes)

’2,, | = f

= >90

- _Y
n\
V.2l ’ - Nitrogen delivered (%) '\
\ N Fin 18 [0 0to 20 .
< D R @ 20 to 30 )
——— — [ 30 to 50
Mississippi Flyway o g = 50 to 80 2
(with Principal Routes) | ergiing Rowion @ 80 to 90



Hlinois River
Water Quailt ¥ Initiative
e

(o

The “Win-Win” Solution: 4

Wetland Restoration
1) Provides habitat for waterfowl

2) Removes excessive nutrients
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Wightman Lake
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* Three Restored Wetlands
« Waterfowl & Water Quality
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: $1.0 Million Acquisition
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WP &l "ENL  Conservation Goals:
= e + $5 Million
5% 1000 Acres
Waterfowl Habitat
Water Quality
Nature Based Tourism
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Approved under NRCS’s Mississippi River Basin Initiative

Provides $3,200/acre for cropland in the 100 yr. floodplain.

Ducks Unlimited develops restoration plan with NRCS.

Covers 100% of landowner’s wetland restoration cost.
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Current Challenges:

1) $3,200/acre easement rate too low.
2) Eligibility criteria precludes some lands.

3) “Non-standard” restoration practices.
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