
Business & Waterways:  
A Perfect Match 



$37 billion of agricultural & food products 

$81 billion of manufactured goods 

Information from “Waterways work for Illinois”, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

$18 billion of basic chemicals 

$6.4 billion of total revenue 

Business & Waterways: A Perfect Match 



Aging Infrastructure 

Lack of flexibility 

The future 

Invasive Species 

Lack of Investment 

Business & Waterways: A Perfect Match 



Original Source: U.S. Bureau of Transportation Services 
Secondary Source: Illinois State Rail Plan Final Draft 11/2012 
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2010 
• 1.26 billion tons of goods 
• Waterways transported 11 percent 
• Trucks carried 63  
• Rail carried 26 percent 
• Air, a tenth of one 

2040 
• 1.7 billion tons of goods 
• Water will carry 9% 
• Trucks will carry 67%  
• Rail will carry 24% 
• Air will carry 0.2% 

Increase of 
Water - 13.9 million tons 

Trucks - 334.2 million tons   
Air freight - 3 million tons 

Rail - 79.5 million tons 

Source: Illinois Department of Transportation 
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Benjamin Brockschmidt 
Executive Director, Infrastructure Council 
Illinois Chamber of Commerce  
 

bjbrockschmidt@ilchamber.org 
(312) 983-7112 (Office) 
(309) 518-4236 (Cell) 
 

@IL_InfraCouncil 
www.chamberdistpatch.com 
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