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What is a Byway? 
The definition of  "scenic" reaches beyond breathtaking 

vistas. All of  America's Byways® are "scenic", 
representing the depth and breadth of  scenery in 

America--natural and man-made panoramas; electrifying 
neon landscapes; ancient and modern history coming 
alive; native arts and culture; and scenes of  friends, 

families and strangers sharing their stories. 
 
 
 

America's Byways® are gateways to adventures 
where no two experiences are the same. The 

National Scenic Byways Program invites you to 
come closer to America's  

heart and soul... 



 

Federal Program - FHWA 



• Natural Intrinsic Qualities 
o History 
o Archaeology 

• 291 miles 
• 10 counties 
• 40+ communities 
• 100+ nature sites 

    ILLINOIS  RIVER  ROAD 

National Scenic Byway 
Designation 

 

Sept 2005 



Byway Mission 

To provide a living museum without walls that will 
enhance people’s experience of the nature, 

history, archaeology and other intrinsic qualities 
of the byway, while providing and maintaining 
unique recreational and educational experiences 
for visitors and residents, and sustaining local 
communities’ economies and quality of life. 

 

Visitor-Based Economic Development 



Illinois River Road Projects 



ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  

• Room Nights 
• Day Trips 
• Experiences 

TOURISM  

SYNERGY That Raises The Tide For All… 

AUTHENTIC  
EXPERIENCE 

DRIVERS  
• Nature 
• Conservation 
• Recreation 
• Education 
• History 
• Archaeology 
• Specialties 

• Economic Health               
& Wealth 

• Business Retention 
• Business Expansion 
• Business Recruitment 
• Community Vibrancy 



Initial Partners 
     It took a g rassroots effort and 
collaboration at the local, regional and 
national levels to make it happen - 
• Illinois River Coordinating Council 
• Illinois Department of Transportation 
• Illinois Office of Tourism 
• Peoria Area Convention and Visitors 

Bureau 
• Tri-County Regional Planning 

Commission 
• North Central Illinois Council of 

Governments 
• The Nature Conservancy 

 
 
 

• Offices of Congressmen Ray LaHood 
and Jerry Weller 

• National Park Service Rivers and 
Trails Program 

• Starved Rock State Park Lodge and 
Conference Center 

• Cities of Ottawa, Havana, Princeton, 
Canton and Pekin 

• Dozens of volunteers 
• USDA-NRCS Prairie Rivers RC&D 

 



• Promotion – Through FHWA and 
resulting avenues 

• Preservation – An opportunity to 
preserve this special place 
through the legacy that is 
created. 

• Partnerships – Bring resources 
and sustainability 

• Pride – Increased awareness, 
sense of place and ownership 
 

Designation Benefits 



Thank you for considering 
this investment in our 
treasured Illinois River 
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