
GROWTH AND CHANGE AT 

THE DIXON WATERFOWL REFUGE 

A mosaic of lakes, wetlands, prairie, savanna, and woodlands 

on a former Illinois River floodplain 



1892 Woerman maps of the Illinois River Valley  



Hennepin Drainage and Levee 

District as of 1996 



The Dixon Waterfowl Refuge 

at Hennepin & Hopper Lakes: 

by 2006, a landscape transformed 



ÅDemonstrate that large-scale wetland restoration is 

possible even in places that have been heavily altered for 

a long time. 

ÅRestore high levels of biological diversity. 

ÅDevelop a landscape mosaic of habitats: a whole thatôs 

greater than the sum of its parts. 

ÅCreate a place that draws people, a community asset. 

The restoration of Hennepin & Hopper Lakes:  

what we set out to do 





424 acres purchased 

 

288 acres to be 

restored:  

Å prairie, wet and dry  

Å savanna  

Å oak woodlands 

Å riparian woodlands 

 

136 acres sold as buffer 

under a permanent 

conservation easement 

2014/15 land deals: 









Hickory Hollow 

Prairie, Savanna, and 

Woodland Restoration 

2015 - 2018 

Projection:  


